
This presentation reports on a case study of a Putonghua-speaking 
mainland Chinese student’s language learning experiences in an English 
medium university in Hong Kong. Drawing on a two-year longitudinal 
ethnographic research study focusing on the participant’s language 
learning strategy use, the data reveal that her English-learning efforts were 
both constrained and facilitated by the Cantonese-dominant sociocultural
context. Her linguistic and cultural background also contributed to the 
complications in her struggle for better English. Using a sociocultural
interpretative framework, the presentation argues that language learners’
biographical experiences are important avenues to understand learners’
strategic learning efforts as complicated phenomena emerging from the 
interplay between learners’ agency and contextual structure. In addition, 
experiential accounts seem to problematize the English medium 
instruction in contexts where dominant languages for socialization are 
other than English, particularly in light of a constructivistic/collaborative 
imprint on tertiary pedagogy.
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